VZCZCXR08100 

RR  RUEHAG  RUEHDF  RUEHIK  RUEHLZ  RUEHROV  RUEHSR 

DE  RUEHLJ  #0151  1391421 

ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 

R 191421Z  MAY  09 

FM  AMEMBASSY  LJUBLJANA 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  7321 

INFO  RUCNMEM/EU  MEMBER  STATES 

RUEHUB/USINT  HAVANA  0029 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC 

UNCLAS  LJUBLJANA  000151 

SIPDIS 

SENSITIVE 

STATE  FOR  WHA/CCA  GABRIELA  ZAMBRANO  AND  EUR/CE  YEAGER 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  PREL  ETRD  ETTC  CU  SI 

SUBJECT:  SLOVENIA:  CUBA  LIBERTAD  ACT  DEMARCHE  RESPONSE 
REF:  SECSTATE  48487 

IQ.  (SBU)  Emboff  delivered  reftel  demarche  to  Natasa  Furlan, 
counselor  in  the  MFA's  Latin  American  section,  on  May  18. 
Furlan  noted  that  Slovenia's  position  remains  has  not  changed 
from  2008,  and  Slovenia  will  continue  to  emphasize  the  EU 
"doubletrack"  policy.  Embassy  provides  the  following  in 
response  to  reftel  questions: 

--  Slovenia  has  worked  to  promote  democracy  and  human  rights 
in  Cuba. 

--  There  have  been  no  recent  high-level  visits. 

--  Slovenia's  economic  relationship  with  Cuba  is  minimal, 
with  less  than  130,000  euros  of  trade  in  2008,  mainly  in 
tourism.  Slovenia  is  also  waiting  for  Cuba  to  repay 
approximately  $40  million  of  debt  incurred  in  the  1990s. 

--  There  is  no  bilateral  trade  agreement  between  the  two 
countries . 

— There  are  no  exchange  programs  between  Slovenia  and  Cuba. 
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